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SM: OK, so some of them are just like, yes, no questions. Some will ask your opinion a bit more. So first question is, did you respond to both surveys, the skill and knowledge mapping one and mapping two and did you also answer the Midway Touchpoint worksheet, the one that was I think one thing I enjoyed one thing, yes, I have copies of those as well if you would like to.
[Everyone nods]
SM: Yes, OK. 'cause this the questions will be around them. So how did it feel to evaluate your own skills and knowledge that are relevant to this creative magazine writing unit?
S1: I found them very helpful. I was able to visualise where I was at with like, my sort of thought, abilities and stuff like that. It's been nice to see that progression with the second one.
SM: OK.
S2: Yeah, I think it also helped as well to sort of like reflect about how I actually felt about the certain questions. I think the first time we did it, some of them I wasn't quite sure and it took me a while to figure out where I'd score it because I genuinely didn't know. So that was quite, yeah, quite interesting to reflect.
SM: OK.
S3: Yeah, same kind of thing. Like it was even to get it, it felt quite intimidating. And then sort of now we've, like, progressed through everything, I feel like I definitely, I understand, like, just like myself.
SM: So if I'm right, some of the phrasing or the term seemed a bit intimidating because you hadn't come across them before or you hadn't focused on those particular skills before and then through the unit you could see what each of those criteria or like the phrases meant and then you could reflect on it a bit more confidently?
S3: Yeah.
SM: OK, that's good to know. How did it feel to share this information with your tutor, as in me? Obviously it wasn't shared with, so no one else has seen each other's scores or grading. It's just been with me and then back to you. So how did that feel?
S1: Quite nice. It felt a lot more personal because I feel like some feedback feels quite generalised if it's delivered in class. Whereas it's given to us individually, we could actually know where we can build on, where we want to build on from.
S3: I like the way it was visualised as well. That was a nice little touch and obviously like, it's nice to see like progress and like, yeah, makes it easy to kind of track where you're at.
S2: I think I was a little bit worried about doing the first survey because I wasn't sure how I'd like heard certain things, but also because I didn't want to appear too, like overly confident in like certain ones either. So it's sort of not worried me before. Maybe a bit like nervous, but I look at it now and I realise it's actually really helpful again. So even like look back and see the progress as well, it's very helpful so.
SM: Yeah, maybe I can add, it's actually so Socrates said that. The only thing I know is that I know nothing. That's also like a really wise position to come from. So you could maybe like rate your skill higher within a particular skill because you thought or you can rate yourself higher for a particular skill because you thought. Oh, I know a lot about this, but then you do this unit and you could come and I think some people may be like actually dropped down by a point or two because once you did this unit, you actually realised, oh, there's actually a lot more to learn and now you can maybe a bit more practically, realistically rate yourself of like, oh, I think I'm now at like a 5 I realised. There's like a lot more to learn, but now you know that whereas in the beginning your confidence could also come from, well, I think like everything that I've been exposed to, I already know all of that.
S2: Yeah.
SM: So that's not like a wrong approach to have that's, I think, quite human. And that this happened before as well
S2: yeah.
SM: Did these surveys help you set any goals for yourself when it comes to Creative magazine writing skills?
S2: Yeah, there was one, I think like the biggest or one of the biggest differences on here was my confidence with sharing, writing and receiving feedback, which was really low when I first did it. And now it's gone a lot higher. So I think that was the one thing that I was focusing on improving during this unit. So that was definitely helpful to see that.
SM: So did you have that goal in your mind through this unit or is that something you've just realised later on that you've grown in?
S2: Both, I guess. I think more towards the workshops. That's like sort of set myself up a little bit to submit something and also like come in and hear people talk about it as well. But I think it also helped me with my writing as well and trying to like make the quality of it a bit better knowing that other people are gonna see it. Yeah. So I think that's definitely quite helpful.
S1: I think in a similar way when it was like the like pitching a piece and like submitting it. I think I was a lot more conscious too. My intent of my writing like where could it end up? Who would this go to? And I think that sort of pushed a lot more well with by the assessment being in there like this time. So I was quite conscious about that. And I think through doing that I've now developed an idea of like what I'd wanna write about, who I'd wanna write for, and my style of writing.. And I think I've developed my voice a lot more through being a lot more conscious about those things. It came from doing that questionnaire at the beginning.
SM: So how much of fit do you think is from the questionnaire and having that criteria of, like, knowing where to pitch versus the assessment having that section in the critical evaluation about audiences?
S1: I think the questionnaire helped sort of like really established it and then the assessment sort of just like carried that through. Had it just been on the assessment, I would have maybe not passed it off, but I'd have just sort of like: Oh have I really missed that through. Whereas I was a little more conscious about before I began my writing, beginning with the concept, where would this end up.
SM: M, what did you think?
S3: I think it helped me kind of find direction with my writing because like when I looked at the questionnaire the first time that I did it, it was kind of like it was pretty clear that finding ideas was something that I did kind of struggle with a little bit and like kind of my knowledge around creative writing theories. But whereas now I can see like obviously I know because like from the classes but like seeing that the progress is like actually, like I can see it in my writing as well and like being able to track it and like I don't know, I just feel a lot more confident and I feel like I kind of yeah. Getting feedback from people was something that was very kind of nerve wracking, but again, like it's just something that it's a lot more comfortable now.
SM: Yeah, that's good. Did you refer to the first report in the first depiction anytime after I sent it? Like, did you go back to it ever again?
S2: Yeah. Yeah, I did a few times. I think it was again just to see like where I wasn't very confident at and seeing how I could change it a bit. So again like the receiving feedback and like sharing the writing. And there was one about like the knowledge about different creative writing theories as well. So I made like – not that I wasn't making an effort in class – but making more of an effort to like, remember and retain the information. And that’s improved quite a lot. And also because I was interested to see what it would look like again.
S3: I think especially with editing things as well, like kind of thinking like I think when especially it's your own work, it can kind of be difficult to like, take yourself out of it. But then looking at like the points and thinking: OK, where are my weak points? Where are my strong points? And like seeing that and then being able to like look for it in your work at like, yeah, definitely makes things easier.
SM: And did you also refer to the report after I first sent it to you?
S3: Yeah. And like, recently as well, like when I got it last week when I was looking back at my writing. And I was like, oh, OK, yeah, I can see. I can definitely see a difference.
SM: OK, that's good to know. So you read and understood the reports that were created. Was there any point of confusion in the reports?
S1: I wouldn't personally say so. It's really clear.
S2: Yeah, definitely. I think the only time I'd sort of I'm going to be doing it like stop to think about it was just to reflect. It wasn't necessarily that I couldn't understand what it was asking me. It was just me, just not sort of knowing where I'd sit on the [rating].
SM: This is when you were answering the first time.
S2: Yeah.
SM: But the reports that were created were they clear in terms of the visual depiction and also the text that I wrote?
S2: Yeah, definitely.
SM: Was there anything more that you would have wanted or…?
S3: Thorough and very easy to understand and read through. Like it didn’t make me more confused like it did like the opposite. It was very helpful.
S2: Yeah.
SM: So what was specific about them that you liked you think? You've mentioned that they were thorough and then helped ease away some confusion. And then you've mentioned before that you like the visual depiction.
S2: Yeah, I thought the visual depiction was very helpful, even like the first time around in the second as well, when like you compare the two, that was definitely really helpful as well. And even the writing as well was just very in-depth. So also they added more to like the visual graph that was made. Which definitely helped me out. I think if you just sent the graph and said: here you go, these are results – I probably would have been a bit like oh, I'm not quite sure. Yeah, I think the writing definitely helped as well.
SM: OK, and did the writing feel like? Like how would you describe the tone of the writing or like the content of the writing? I don't want to feed you words.
S1: Again, it's like that personal sort of feeling, definitely, that's a nice sort of touch to it. Didn't feel like it was; it wasn't like really wooden academically, like there was room for us to be a bit experimental stuff so.
A: Clear. Didn't feel like sort of like flowery or sort of like, I don't know how to subscribe it, but it was, it was very clear. I know what you were saying, which was very helpful as well.
SM: Did it feel like encouraging?
S2: Yeah.
SM: Or was it a bit–
S2: No, it was encouraging. I didn't feel that pessimistic or felt quite like, oh, here's what you said so here's how we can improve. It was nice.
SM: OK, that's good. So did you find the different criteria that you were rating yourself upon useful and relevant to this unit?
[Everyone nods]
SM: Could you – I don't know if you've seen the assessment brief recently or did you at one point – track that the things that you rated yourself on are actually mapped to the assessment brief, the learning outcomes that we have?
[Everyone shakes their head about realisation]
SM: Did the things that you rated yourself on – did that give you some sort of like language to then assess yourself on? Like I think for instance, A, you mentioned you had some difficulty the first time around rating yourself because you hadn't sat and reflected on it, but did it then give you some language of creative writing theories versus creative writing form versus audiences?
S2: Yeah, definitely. Very helpful.
SM: And if I now tell you that basically what you rated yourself on were all the learning outcomes of this unit – does that help you understand where the assessment brief comes from or like how we set the learning outcomes, how we set the aims of a unit?
S1: Yeah. Now understanding that it seems very clear.
SM: How did you find this particular approach versus the unit evaluations that we do for every unit?
S1: Oh yeah, I think the unit evaluations – I wouldn't say they're particularly throw away. But it's like a 5-min activity at the start of class and by the time you’re through you kind of forget what you put, so it's nice to have that like receipt almost that you sent back to us. So we can, like acknowledge, right, that's where we are. That's where we can go.
S3: It’s a good word, receipts.
[We all laugh about the usage of ‘receipts’ in social media lingo]
S2: Yeah, I don't, really like the end of end of unit surveys that much. I think they're not… I don't know how to describe. It's very much like: oh, what do you like? What do you dislike is? I don't dislike anything, but I don't really have… Yeah I can't really reflect on what I've done in this unit just based on the questions that they asl. So I preferred this approach because it again made me reflect, made me think about it as well. And again, the visual representation. Yeah, the graph and that's very useful.
S3: It's the kind of thing you look back on and you're like: oh, yeah, I remember. I remember this.
S2: I think it also shows, like, the progress not, like, necessarily academically, but in yourself as well. I thought that was quite nice to – when I look back at the second time, like the graph: oh, that’s nice I’ve, like, I've improved here. I've improved there. That's like, I've preferred that to how it’s usually done.
SM:  And how did you feel – because obviously, you were, like, rating yourself on this Linkert scale of like, you know, below average, average, whatever, above average, high, etc versus having some space in the text boxes to add some text if you wanted as well in terms of setting your goal or like reflecting back on what do you think you've improved most upon, how can you continue growing. How did you find that approach? Did you find one easier than the other? Like when you had space to write something versus numbers like rating yourself on a numbers scale?
S3: I feel like sometimes I don't really know what to put in those boxes, so it's nice to just kind of have the numbers. Unless I have like really strong thoughts on something, but I would just tell you like I don't think it like needs to go in the boxes. So, I quite liked having the numbers as well because again I think it was helpful.
SM: Did you find any of these particular boxes like hard or like did you feel like you were filling them for the sake of filling something?
S3: No, not really because again, like I, I felt like I'd been quite reflective in this unit like compared to like well – let me just abandon that completely and talk about this one [laughs]. But like, yeah, no, it was definitely, it felt very purposeful.
S1: I think I quite enjoyed the post-it note one.
S3: Oh, that was good!
S1: Yeah, I think, well, we all enjoyed that. I think that'd be really good after we did like the free-flowing writing activity because we was already in that sort of state of just writing and then had you then given us that, I think the response to that would have been like we probably would have filled the sheet.
SM: OK, that's a good. That's a good point.
S2: I think doing that like reflection right in the middle was also like a nice reminder of the survey that we did at the beginning as well. Rather than just doing it at the beginning, then doing it right at the end. It was nice to like sort of stop halfway through. Yeah, go like, look back on how you were so far and then you can go and look back on that now that we're at the end and see sort of the progression. Which I think is quite nice.
SM: I did wonder. And I can't know if I did this. I think I didn't do this with you. I should have. But. So I asked you to fill in that worksheet and then I took it away from you. I did say take a photo if you'd like. I don't know – did you take photos of the worksheet? So, like you said, you liked having the receipt. So, do you miss having the receipt of the worksheet to like, remind yourself what you thought at that midway point 'cause. I could have also sent you the scans. That's something I could have done and I didn't.
S1: But then you also had constantly brought it in and reminded us about I've got these here if you'd like to go back to them, so that was, we still had the availability to them.
S2: Yeah. And there was the option of taking a photo as well. It wasn't as if, like, we just wrote it out and you took it away and we didn't see it again. Like we had the option to go back and look at it.
S1: And we did only recently get to like, look at them.
SM: Yeah. When you were answering the second survey.
SM: Just like the last couple of ones, so we should be done soon. Did you have any thoughts about your own control or participation over your learning journey through this unit? Like, did the surveys and reports play any role in that did you feel? As compared to like other units because of the survey and you could like track your progress and you could set goals. Did that make you feel a bit more in control?
S2: Yeah, I think so. I've not really thought about that. Yeah, I guess it did in a way. I think the fact that – I think also like, I think doing the unit survey at the beginning, like it was helpful. But I think getting emailed back the results of it as well was even more helpful because we were able to go back and refer to it other than again
just doing it and then you're taking it away and not seeing it again. So, yeah, I guess it's sort of maybe I wasn't consciously thinking about it but I think it definitely does help me like, set goals throughout the unit.
SM: And this is obviously a different approach from an assessment which is me sort of passing judgement on your writing or your work. This was you self-assessing and I also asked you to self-assess regarding your confidence. So how did that approach feel versus me coming to you and say Anais, I think you're like a 5 when it comes to your writing or like you're a six when it comes to, you know, audiences. So how did that difference in approach feel to you?
S1: There wasn't like a dependence on us to improve a specific area. It was very open. I think there's a lot of – I mean, at least before when I've done like different units and different projects, there seems to be like a restrictive move to improve this specific area, whereas where it was quite rounded, it's like you are free to move in whichever way you would like. It wasn't like you were restricted much.
S3: Yeah. Yeah, I agree. Definitely think that like in other units, it can feel very like heavy and like if you don't fix this specific thing like, it's just like you're not going to improve. Whereas with this it was very like go around and it felt like, you know, it's a lot – it's like move around.
S2: It didn't feel like there was a focus on like improving academically, even though there's sort of was like in terms of improving skills, not learning new things. But I think the main focus of it, especially from what I feel was about how you personally feel about it. And again like your own confidence. Yeah, which I think makes a nice change, I think not just from uni, but I think that's throughout school and stuff like that. It’s almost like your own, like, feelings aren't really considered and that they kind of just focus on that grades to see how well you're doing from what you've written down. So, I think this was quite nice to think about like: ‘How do you feel about this?’ rather than just like ‘How good you think you are?’.
SM: OK. Yeah. Thank you for that. If you have any last comments or thoughts or questions?
[everyone shakes their head]
SM: OK. Thank you. I'm just gonna stop the recordings.
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